Reflection 1:
How did you learn your second language?  What knowledge and practices will you transfer from experiences to your future profession?
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Knowledge of a second language comes from experience and practice. It’s one of the many things that I’ve come to realize after years of daily use of English, which is my second language.
The basis of my familiarity - what you’d call my initial contact with the language - came from American television shows I was exposed to by my father. I didn’t understand the words yet, but from this point on my interest built up and I realised of how important being fluent in English was.

Afterwards, it was an interesting trip. It became obvious from my early courses in elementary school that I had a talent for learning the language; hence I was moved to more and more advanced classes, taking an accelerated program in high school and going through the highest-level English classes available in Cégep.

Throughout high school and to this day, I prefer English music, literature, movies and television, even though I am of Quebecer origin. My mastery of spoken English was perfected after living four years with a Russian girl who feels more comfortable communicating in English than in French.
It’s quite obvious from this little bit of personal history that achieving fluent English requires many things, most importantly interest and practice. Therefore what I hope to bring into the classroom from my experiences are these two basic concepts.

Trying to get students interested to a second language in a French environment like Quebec is no small task, of course. However, with the proper vessel, an interest can be awakened in anyone. From English sports news to high fantasy, everyone can benefit from being bilingual simply because it opens up new avenues in any hobby. For instance, a video game fan or movie maniac will not have to wait for the translation of a long anticipated title. In a nutshell, by making students see that spending time with English is for their own benefit and not only an annoyance in school, you can create a desire to learn.
Subsequently, you can take advantage of this interest by promoting the concept of practice makes perfect. By having a strict English-only and peer respect policy in the classroom, I hope to eliminate the fear of the unknown that initial immersive contact with a language can create. Once a student spends a few hours discussing different subjects with friends and a helpful teacher, the reflex to switch to French at every occasion might relax; some students might even find it important to speak English for the whole period.

Nevertheless, once in the actual classroom I might be confronted by different reactions to this approach, but with what I look forward to learn from this program I expect to be well prepared to adapt to any class setting. By getting my students to trust me, I will in turn try to impart them with a piece of my love and curiosity for all things in English.

Last but not least, if what I always believed turns out to be true, then by being passionate about his subject, a teacher can touch the lives of his students and make them appreciate what they can learn in his class. It’s a small piece of wisdom I’ll try to keep in mind…
